
 

 



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

• Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

• Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack 

in the entry area. 

 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 

 

• Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 a.m. 

Male and Female He Created Them: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church 

A staffed nursery is available during Bible class. 
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Transfiguration 

February 22 & 23, 2020 

 

The Savior’s Sermon: God’s glory revealed! 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn O God of God, O Light of Light (see pg. 13)  

Adult Choir & Congregation setting by Charles W. Ore  

The congregation sings the indicated stanzas on Sunday and all stanzas on Saturday. 

 

Holy Baptism (10:30 a.m.) Christian Worship, pg. 12 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  

 

DIALOGUE FOR TRANSFIGURATION 

 

M: May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in his works.  

  Psalm 104:31 

 

C: May they sing of the ways of the LORD, for the glory of the LORD is great.  

  Psalm 138:5 

 

(sung) How good, Lord, to be here! Your glory fills the night; 

 Your face and garments, like the sun, shine with unborrowed light.  

 
 
 Transfiguration: The Epiphany season is appropriately bookended by festivals that celebrate the 

revealing of Christ’s divine nature: the Baptism of Our Lord (the first Sunday after the Epiphany) and 

Transfiguration (the last Sunday after the Epiphany). It is particularly appropriate to celebrate 

Transfiguration on the last Sunday after Epiphany, before the Church descends into the 

shadowy valley of Lent. For more information on Transfiguration, see pg. 30 of Understanding 

Lutheran Worship, found in the hymnal rack. 
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M: When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, he was not aware that his face was radiant 

because he had spoken with the LORD. Exodus 34:29 

 

C: Suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared, and Elijah went up to heaven in a 

whirlwind. 2 Kings 2:11 

 

(sung) How good, Lord, to be here your beauty to behold, 

 Where Moses and Elijah stand, your messengers of old. 

 

M: For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the 

sea. Habakkuk 2:14 

 

C: I looked and saw the glory of the LORD filling the temple of the LORD, and I fell facedown. 

  Ezekiel 44:4 

 

(sung) Before we taste of death, we see your kingdom come; 

 We long to hold the vision bright and make this hill our home. 

 

M: Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my 

Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” 

 

C: Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. 

  Mark 9:7, 8 

 

(sung) How good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not remain; 

 But since you bid us leave the mount, come with us to the plain. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Lord God, before the suffering and death of your one and only Son, you revealed his glory on 

the holy mountain. Grant that we who bear his cross on earth may behold by faith the light of 

his heavenly glory and so be changed into his likeness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Exodus 24:12, 15-18 

The light of the LORD’s glory settles on Mt. Sinai. 

 

 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the 

tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written for their instruction.” 

 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD settled on 

Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to 

Moses from within the cloud. To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top 

of the mountain. Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the 

mountain forty days and forty nights. 

 

Psalm of the Day (Saturday) Psalm 148 (see pg. 14) 

The earth praises the glory of the Lord. 

 

Psalm of the Day (Sunday) Sing to the Lord a New Song 

Adult Choir by Kinley Lange and Kathryn Sparks 

 

 Sing to the Lord a new song, for God has done marvelous things. 

 Let the sea roar, and the fullness thereof. 

 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord. Sing a new song. 

 

 With the timbrel and dance, with the brass and percussion and voices, 

 With the cymbal and strings, let us join ev’ry voice that rejoices! 

 

 Sing to the Lord a new song, for God has done marvelous things. 

 Let the sea roar, and the fullness thereof. 

 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord. Sing a new song. 

 

 Alleluia, we sing alleluia to the heavens. 

 With the angels on high we can sing and make a joyful noise unto the Lord. 

 

 Sing to the Lord a new song, for God has done marvelous things. 

 Let the sea roar, and the fullness thereof. 

 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord. Sing a new song.  
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Second Lesson 2 Peter 1:16-21 

The New Testament writers were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ glory as the Son of God. 

 

 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God 

the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; 

with him I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with 

him on the sacred mountain. 

 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to 

it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own 

interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 

were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Verse of the Day  

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. A voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him.”  

  Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 
 

Gospel  Matthew 17:1-9 

The disciples see Jesus’ glory on the Mount of Transfiguration. 

 

 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a 

high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and 

his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking 

with Jesus. 

 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters – one 

for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This 

is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”  
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 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. But Jesus came and 

touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” When they looked up, they saw no one except 

Jesus. 

 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have 

seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 

Adult Choir by J. S. Bach and Christoph Graupner 

 

 O Morning Star, how fair and bright!  

 You shine with God’s own truth and light,  

 Aglow with grace and mercy! 

 Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son, 

 Our Lord and master, you have won  

 Our hearts to serve you only! 

 Lowly, holy, great and glorious, all victorious, rich in blessing! 

 Rule and might o’er all possessing! 

 

 What joy to know when life is past, 

 The Lord we love is first and last,  

 The end and the beginning! 

 He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

 Transport us to that happy place  

 Beyond all tears and sinning! 

 Amen! Amen! Come, Lord Jesus, crown of gladness! We are yearning 

 For the day of your returning! 

 

Hymn of the Day Down from the Mount of Glory 

Christian Worship 97  
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Sermon 2 Peter 1:16-21 

 

A Mountain Top Experience 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Prayer of the Church  

M: Glorious Father, on the Mount of Transfiguration you spoke from the cloud, calling us to listen 

to your Son. Open our ears to hear his Word and give us faith to believe it. Preserve us in your 

Church, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. 

 

C: We have the word of the prophets made more certain and do well to pay attention to it, 

as to a light shining in a dark place. 

 

M: Radiance of God’s glory, you made Peter, James, and John eyewitnesses of your majesty. 

Equip us to boldly proclaim your salvation to those in darkness. Use our schools to nurture 

children into a great cloud of witnesses who cannot help but speak about what they have seen 

and heard. 

 

C: We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of 

grace and truth. 

 

M: Author of Life, the appearance of Moses and Elijah reminds us that you are not the God of the 

dead but of the living. Comfort those who grieve for loved ones who have fallen asleep in 

Christ. Reassure them with the fact that you died to swallow up death and rose to give us 

eternal life. 

 

C: Let us know the power of your resurrection, confident that you will transform our lowly 

bodies so that they will be like your glorious body. 

 

M: Suffering Savior, even at your transfiguration you focused on your departure at Jerusalem. As 

we prepare to watch you carry your cross, strengthen us to carry our crosses. When we suffer, 

help us focus on you alone so that the devil may not have a foothold and we may not despair. 

 

C: For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: God of all grace, you have called us to your eternal glory in Christ. Make us strong, firm, and 

steadfast. 

 

C: To you be the power forever and ever! Amen.  
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn     Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain (Saturday & 8:00 a.m.)  

     Christian Worship Supplement 712 (see pg. 15) 

 

     Baptized in Water (10:30 a.m.) 

     Christian Worship 297 

 

Please stand 

 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, God from God and Light from Light, in dazzling glory you revealed 

yourself to Peter, James, and John. We thank you for continuing to reveal your glory to your 

Church through your Word. Send your blessing upon this Word which has been spoken to us, 

and by your Holy Spirit increase our saving knowledge of you, that day by day we may be 

strengthened in your truth and remain steadfast in your grace; for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen.  
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FAREWELL TO ALLELUIA 

 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we next gather for worship, it will be Ash Wednesday, the 

 first day of Lent. On that day, we will begin our solemn journey to the Savior’s cross. While 

 the joy of faith remains undiminished throughout the year, our rejoicing during Lent is muted 

 and quiet. For centuries, therefore, Christian churches have omitted their most jubilant 

 songs during this season, including the word alleluia, which means “praise the Lord.” 

 

 With our closing hymn, we will say farewell to alleluia for a time. We do this to prepare 

ourselves for the quieter days of Lent. The alleluias will return on Easter dawn as we gather to 

shout our praise to the risen Lord. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Alleluia, Song of Triumph (see pg. 16) 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.  
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musicians Rachel Wendland, piano (Saturday) 

 Lynn Kozlowski, organ (Sunday) 

 Mark Maurice, Jr. and Adam Sipe, trumpet 

 Kathryn Hendee, French horn 

 Ed Miller, trombone 

 Hannah Braun and Rachel Wendland, violin 

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun 

  

Greeters Mark & Mary Gaub, Barbara Weihing (8:00 a.m.) 

 Becky Rehborg, Matt & Renee Pastorek, Eric Zabell (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Head Ushers Doug Knuth (Saturday); Jon Johnson (8:00 a.m.); Michael Schneider (10:30 a.m.) 

 

AV Operators Jonah & Riley Rindfleisch (8:00 a.m.); Brian Cleary (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The flowers are placed by Dominic Boettcher and Mary Hansen in celebration of their 

marriage here at St. John’s on Saturday, February 22. 

 

• Abigail Grace Skocir, daughter of Michael and Pamela (nee Niespodziani) Skocir, will be 

baptized during the 10:30 a.m. service. Serving as sponsors are Daniel and Jennifer 

Niespodziani, Katie Skocir, and Kyle Konicke. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

•  Sally Parker, recovering from surgery and convalescing at home. 

 

• Carol Hanson, recently hospitalized and now scheduled for convalescence at the 

Congregational Home.  



pg. 13 
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Psalm 148 

 
  

 Praise the LORD from the heavens, 

  praise him in the heights above. 

 

 Praise him, all his angels, 

  praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 

 

 Praise him, sun and moon, 

  praise him, all you shining stars. Refrain 

 

 Praise the LORD from the earth, 

  lightning and hail, stormy winds that do his bidding, 

 

 you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars, 

  wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, 

 

 kings of the earth and all rulers on earth, 

  young men and maidens, old men and children. 

 

 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

  for his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain  
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Alleluia, Song of Triumph 
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“Psalm 148” Tune J. Robert Carroll © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

“Sing to the Lord a New Song” Text based on Psalm 98:1,7a and Psalm 150:4,5. 
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“Alleluia, Song of Gladness” © 2002 Concordia Publishing House. 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 

 

 
 

Readings for the Week of Transfiguration 

 

M Luke 13:31-35 Genesis 13:7-18 

T Luke 9:18-23 Luke 9:51-56 

W Ash Wednesday   

R Luke 9:57b-62 Genesis 15:1-6 

F Isaiah 58:5-12 Matthew 6:1-8 

S Mark 9:14-29 Mark 6:45-52 
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Parents’ Preview for March 1 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Holy, Holy, Holy”  
 

This song of praise, sung immediately before the Words of Institution, echoes the words of the 

seraphim in Isaiah 6:3. It reminds us that one day, we will sing perfect praises to our God in heaven. 
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Lenten Worship Opportunities 
 

St. John’s midweek Lenten services are held on Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 6:45 p.m. 

Lenten fellowship meals will be served between services beginning at 4:30 p.m. 

 
February 26 – Ash Wednesday 

 Menu: Ham and rolls 

 

March 4 – Midweek Lent 2 

 Theme: Hidden Warrior 

 Preacher: Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 Menu: Sloppy joes 

 
March 11 – Midweek Lent 3  

 Theme: Reconnaissance Report: 

  Know Your Enemy 

 Preacher: Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 Menu: Casserole night 

 
March 18 – Midweek Lent 4 

 Theme: The Warrior Rejected By Many Followers 

 Preacher: Pastor Timothy Wempner 

 Menu: Pulled pork 

 
March 25 – Midweek Lent 5 

 Theme: Skirmishes  

 Preacher: Pastor Ben Wessel 

 Menu: Mexican fiesta night 

 
April 1 – Midweek Lent 6 

 Theme: The Warrior Faces Satan’s Ally – The World 

 Preacher: Pastor Aaron Robinson 

 Menu: Chili 

 
April 9 – Maundy Thursday (3:30 p.m. and 6:45 p.m. Communion Services)  

 
April 10 – Good Friday (1:00 p.m. Communion Service) 

 

April 10 – Good Friday (6:45 p.m. Tenebrae Service) 

 
April 12 – Easter Sunday (6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service) 

 
April 12 – Easter Sunday (8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Festival Services) 



 

 


